[Giuseppe Saverio Poli: magnetic therapy in Palermo at the beginning of XIX cent].
The article presents a not well known text written by Giuseppe Saverio Poli, one of the most important South italian scientist, living and working between the end of XVIII century and the first years of XIX century. The Breve saggio sulle virtù curative della calamita, printed in Palermo in 1811, is a short text devoted to one of the most controversial scientific topic of those years, magnetic therapy.